BLESSED ARE THE PERSECUTED

INTRODUCTION: Today we begin a new sermon series where we will examine ten
different Bible characters who suffered persecution for their faith in God: Joseph,
David, Jeremiah, Daniel, Esther, Nehemiah, John the Baptist, Peter, Paul, & Jesus.
We will not only discover how God uses persecution to purify His people & promote
His kingdom, but also how to respond when faced with persecution.

MOTIVATION FOR SERIES: We are living in a post Christian era in America
where hostility toward followers of Christ is intensifying and will become worse.
The apostle Paul warned, “that in the last days difficult times will come” (2 Tim. 3:
1-5) &, as a result, ‘““all who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will be persecuted”
(2 Tim. 3: 16). Why is the persecution for followers of Christ inevitable?

1. The Christian belief that there are moral absolutes rooted in God’s
character & revealed in God’s Word for which all men will be accountable to
God. This is in direct opposition to a secular society which says “the only
absolute allowed is the absolute insistence that there are no absolutes.”
Therefore, there can be no tolerance of Christians who possess the absolutes
of God’s Word by which all men will be be judged.

2. The exclusivity of Christ (Jesus is the only way to heaven), which is a death
blow to the autonomy of man since Christianity requires man to turn from
going his own way and submit to Jesus as Lord. Therefore, it is easier to
attack Christians as being narrow bigots, than relinquish control and
surrender to God.

3. The godly lifestyle and witness of believers which serves as a light exposing
sin and pointing to Jesus. Since men love the darkness more than the light
they find it easier to extinguish the light than be exposed by the light (John 3:
19-20).

4. The believers’ conviction that no person, authority, or government has the
right to command what is contrary to God’s laws and, if they do, it is the duty
of Christians to disobey (Acts 5: 28-32). Faith in God calls the believer to
stand alone when necessary in obedience to God regardless the consequences.

The time has come for the church in America to prepare for persecution in order to
remain faithful to Christ and advance His gospel, and count it an honor to suffer for
Him regardless the cost.



