JAMES (LIVE LIKE IT) PART 11 - “HOW TO RECOVER
WHAT WAS LOST” JAMES 5:16-20

INTRO. EVER HAVE SOMEONE YOU LOVE GET
LOST?

BEAGLE “BROWNIE” WANDERING OFF — FOUND
HER AT END OF CULDESAC - TESTED FREEDOM
BUT HUNG NEAR FAMILIAR TERRITORY

DOG "Buddy" got out and rolled in poop - lots of life
lessons there!

GUNNER GOT OUT FRONT DOOR WHILE LOADING
SOME THINGS IN. ENDED UP AT BACK DOOR - HE
KNOWS HE HAS IT GOOD!

- HARD WHEN PETS RUN OFF AND GET LOST,
BUT EVEN HARDER WHEN A FAMILY MEMBER

*WENT LOOKING FOR MY BRO. WHEN | WAS 3 %
WHEN HE WENT UP THE STREET TO FIRST
GRADE AT SCHOOL. KNEW THE WAY AND LEFT
TO LOOK FOR HIM WITHOUT TELLING MY MOM -
FOUND HIS CLASSROOM AND TOLD HIM IT WAS
TIME TO COME HOME FOR LUNCH! TEACHER
SENT ME HOME. | WALKED RIGHT BY -1 WAS



LOST (EYES). MOM WAS WALKING FAST DOWN
THE STREET W. SPATCHULA - NO PANCAKES -
FLAMING BUNS INSTEAD!

*AS A PARENT WHEN YOU CAN’T FIND YOUR
CHILD, 30 SEC. SEEMS LIKE AN ETERNITY -
JASON BEHIND CLOTHES RACK IN
MARSHALL’S. SO DON'T WANDER OFF YOU
GUYS! WE LOVE YOU SO WE LIKE YOU CLOSE!
(GOD IS THE SAME WAY ABOUT US - HIS
CHILDREN).

*LAST PART OF BOOK OF JAMES - TALKS
ABOUT POWER OF PRAYER IN 5:16 AND ELIJAH
PRAYING FOR NATION OF ISRAEL THAT HAD
WANDERED AWAY FROM GOD. JAMES
CONCLUDES HIS LETTER TO JEWISH
CHRISTIANS DISPERSED BY PERSECUTION LIKE
THIS:

JAMES 5:19-20 My brothers and sisters, if one of
you should wander from the truth and someone
should bring that person back, 20 remember this:
Whoever turns a sinner from the error of their way



will save them from death and cover over a
multitude of sins.

A. IF ONE OF US SHOULD WANDER AWAY FROM
WHAT? THE TRUTH. WHO’S TRUTH? GOD’S -
JESUS WHO ROSE. JESUS SAID THE TRUTH
WILL SET YOU FREE! NOT TO WANDER FROM
GOD, BUT FREE TO BE ALL YOU CAN BE
WHILE STAYING CLOSE TO GOD WHO WALKS
WITH YOU! JESUS IS THE EMBODIMENT OF
TRUTH. HE SAID HE IS THE TRUTH - SO IF
YOU WALK AWAY FROM TRUTH, YOU WALK
AWAY FROM HIM!

*LIKE THE PRODIGAL SON - SOMETIMES THINK WE
ARE MISSING SOMETHING - THEN BEFORE YOU
KNOW IT, WE ARE IN OVER OUR HEADS AND
LOOKING FOR HIM AGAIN! ANYONE RELATE?

*MY BROTHER DID later RUN AWAY IN 6™ GRADE TO
THE SCHOOL PLAYGROUND. | WENT AFTER HIM.
WHEN STARTED GETTING DARK AND HE GOT
HUNGRY, | HELPED CONVINCE HIM TO COME HOME.
HE KNEW WHERE TO GO, JUST NEEDED A LITTLE
ENCOURAGEMENT.



LATER WHEN AN ATHEIST IN HIS 20°S, | WAS STILL
LOOKING AFTER HIM. HE WAS LOST A LOT!

ELIJAH HAD TO DO THAT WITH ISRAEL - SEE JAMES
5:17-18 Elijah was a human being, even as we are. He
prayed earnestly that it would not rain

HIS NATION KEPT WANDERING OFF TO FOLLOW
AFTER IDOLS - FALSE GODS AND GOD USED
ELIJAH THE PROPHET TO LEAD THEM BACK.

*WENT INTO KING AHAB AND ANNOUNCED BOLDLY
AS HE STOOD BEFORE GOD IN PRAYER, IT WOULD
NOT RAIN. AND IT DIDN’T FOR 31/2 YEARS UNTIL HE
PRAYED IT WOULD AGAIN. THEN GOD RESTORED
THE NATION THAT HAD GOTTEN HUNGRY FOR GOD.
WHEN THINGS WERE GETTING DARK, THEY FINALLY
CAME HOME TO GOD AGAIN AND FOLLOWED HIM,
AT LEAST FOR THE TIME BEING.

B. HELPING SOMEONE WHO HAS WANDERED FROM
TRUTH IS SOMETHING GOD WILL ALWAYS BE IN
WITH US. WE CAN PRAY FOR A FRIEND, FAM.
MEMBER, COMMUNITY, NATION, AND KNOW HE WILL
ALWAYS DO HIS PART. (ALWAYS OUR PART, GOD’S
PART, AND THEIR PART THAT MAKE UP THE
EQUATION.) WE CARRY ONE THIRD OF THE



RESPONSIBILITY. THAT’'S ALL WE HAVE CONTROL
OVER!

JAMES 5:20 remember this: Whoever turns a sinner
from the error of their way will save them from death
and cover over a multitude of sins.CLOSES THE
BOOK OF JAMES.

JESUS SAID HE CAME FOR THIS — LUKE 19:10. For
the Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost.”

HE SAID IN LUKE 15:7 | tell you that in the same way
there will be more rejoicing in heaven over one sinner
who repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons
who do not need to repent. - MORE REJOICING OVER
ONE SINNER WHO COMES TO REPENTANCE THAN
OVER THOSE WHO NEED NONE. WILL LEAVE THE 99
AND GO AFTER THE ONE. GET HIS EMPHASIS?

II. His emphasis should be our emphasis. WE
STARTED SOLID GROUND W. THIS IN MIND 10 YEARS
AGO - TO TEACH THE TRUTH AND EQUIP PEOPLE
TO GROW IN THEIR FAITH.

Our goal now = to move people from spiritual child to
spiritual parent; THAT'S HELPING ANYONE SEEKING
AFTER GOD TO BECOME A WHOLEHEARTED CHRIST
FOLLOWER.



AS WE GROW MORE MATURE IN OUR FAITH THE
EMPHASIS IS LESS ON US AND MORE ON USING
WHAT WE HAVE LEARNED TO REACH OUT TO
OTHERS.

*JAMES EMPHASIS = THE MORE MATURE WE ARE,
THE MORE WE PUT OUR FAITH INTO ACTION.
(THEME OF WHOLE BOOK). AS A RESULT, WE HELP
KEEP THOSE WE DISCIPLE FROM WANDERING
FROM THE TRUTH.

Everybody needs a Paul, and everyone needs a
Timothy

2 Timothy 2:1-2 You then, my son, be strong in the
grace that is in Christ Jesus. 2 And the things you
have heard me say in the presence of many witnhesses
entrust to reliable people who will also be qualified to
teach others.

|
CONCLUSION:
I

*WE STARTED SOLID GROUND WITH THE DREAM OF
A CHURCH THAT UNCHURCHED PEOPLE WOULD
FEEL WELCOMED AND LIKE TO GO TO - A PLACE



WHERE WE CAN BRING WANDERING FRIENDS FULL
OF QUESTIONS TO AN ATMOSPHERE WHERE THEY
CAN LEARN THE TRUTH AND MAKE IT PART OF
THEMSELVES WITHOUT BEING JUDGED. A CHURCH
THAT WOULD BALANCE GRACE AND TRUTH.

*STARTED W. A LAUNCH TEAM OF ABOUT 23 (

). FIRST LOAD IN
10 YEARS AGO (

)-

*LATER HELPED START “LAUNCHPOINT” IN
ONTARIO (KRIS AND DEL AND BOYS SERVED THERE
FOR A YEAR), AND NOW THEY HAVE STARTED A
NEW CHURCH TO BRING THE WANDERERS HOME -
NOW WE HAVE A 2ND AND 3RP GENERATION!! THEY
WILL START OTHERS AND IT MULTIPLIES - THAT’S
JAMES 5 AND 2 TIM. 2 AT WORK!

CONGRATULATIONS FOR THE LAST 10 YEARS (AND
9 MOS.) SOLID GROUND!!

( )
!

THIS WAS THE LAUNCH TEAM 10 YEARS AGO. NOW
LOOK AROUND THE ROOM.



THIS IS THE LAUNCH TEAM OF OVER 100 WHO WILL
TAKE US INTO THE NEXT 10

*NICK COMES AND SHARES TEASER OF VISION
SUNDAY FOR NEXT WEEK.

I

*COMMUNION AVAILABLE THIS MORNING IN THE
YOUTH ROOM

****JOIN HANDS AND PRAY BEFORE LUNCH
CONTINUOUS SLIDESHOW DURING LUNCH



