Rob Ray

The Money Challenge #2
(AM Worship)

September 17, 2017

Characteristics of a Generous Giver
2 Corinthians 9:1-15
1. Give _____________________________.
“For it is superfluous for me to write to you about this ministry to the
saints; for I know your readiness, of which I boast about you to the
Macedonians, namely, that Achaia has been prepared since last year,
and your zeal has stirred up most of them. But I have sent the
brethren, in order that our boasting about you may not be made
empty in this case, so that, as I was saying, you may be prepared;
otherwise if any Macedonians come with me and find you
unprepared, we—not to speak of you—will be put to shame by this
confidence. So I thought it necessary to urge the brethren that they
would go on ahead to you and arrange beforehand your previously
promised bountiful gift, so that the same would be ready as a
bountiful gift and not affected by covetousness.”
(2 Corinthians 9:1–5)
“Now concerning the collection for the saints, as I directed the
churches of Galatia, so do you also. On the first day of every week
each one of you is to put aside and save, as he may prosper, so that
no collections be made when I come.” (1 Corinthians 16:1–2)
“Honor the LORD from your wealth And from the first of all your
produce.” (Proverbs 3:9)
“Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, so that there may be food
in My house, and test Me now in this,” says the LORD of hosts, “if I
will not open for you the windows of heaven and pour out for you a
blessing until it overflows.” (Malachi 3:10)
2. Give _________________________.
“Now this I say, he who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and
he who sows bountifully will also reap bountifully. Each one must do
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just as he has purposed in his heart, not grudgingly or under
compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.” (2 Corinthians 9:6–7)
“Now, brethren, we wish to make known to you the grace of God
which has been given in the churches of Macedonia, that in a great
ordeal of affliction their abundance of joy and their deep poverty
overflowed in the wealth of their liberality. For I testify that
according to their ability, and beyond their ability, they gave of their
own accord, begging us with much urging for the favor of
participation in the support of the saints, and this, not as we had
expected, but they first gave themselves to the Lord and to us by the
will of God.” (2 Corinthians 8:1–5)
“But the LORD was pleased To crush Him, putting Him to grief; If He
would render Himself as a guilt offering, He will see His offspring,
He will prolong His days, And the good pleasure of the LORD will
prosper in His hand.” (Isaiah 53:10)
“fixing our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of faith, who for
the joy set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and
has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.” (Hebrews 12:2)
3. Give ________________________.
“Now this I say, he who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and
he who sows bountifully will also reap bountifully.”
(2 Corinthians 9:6)
“Thus all the tithe of the land, of the seed of the land or of the fruit of
the tree, is the LORD’S; it is holy to the LORD.” (Leviticus 27:30)
“Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, so that there may be food
in My house, and test Me now in this,” says the LORD of hosts, “if I
will not open for you the windows of heaven and pour out for you a
blessing until it overflows.” (Malachi 3:10)
4. Give ________________________.
“And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that always
having all sufficiency in everything, you may have an abundance for
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every good deed; as it is written, “HE SCATTERED ABROAD, HE GAVE TO
THE POOR, HIS RIGHTEOUSNESS ENDURES FOREVER.” Now He who
supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will supply and
multiply your seed for sowing and increase the harvest of your
righteousness; you will be enriched in everything for all liberality,
which through us is producing thanksgiving to God.”
(2 Corinthians 9:8–11)
“Honor the LORD from your wealth And from the first of all your
produce; So your barns will be filled with plenty And your vats will
overflow with new wine.” (Proverbs 3:9–10)
“Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, so that there may be food
in My house, and test Me now in this,” says the LORD of hosts, “if I
will not open for you the windows of heaven and pour out for you a
blessing until it overflows.” (Malachi 3:10)
“Give, and it will be given to you. They will pour into your lap a
good measure—pressed down, shaken together, and running over.
For by your standard of measure it will be measured to you in
return.” (Luke 6:38)
5. Give ____________________________.
“Because of the proof given by this ministry, they will glorify God for
your obedience to your confession of the gospel of Christ and for the
liberality of your contribution to them and to all,”
(2 Corinthians 9:13)
“If you love Me, you will keep My commandments.” (John 14:15)
“I am not speaking this as a command, but as proving through the
earnestness of others the sincerity of your love also. For you know
the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though He was rich, yet for
your sake He became poor, so that you through His poverty might
become rich.” (2 Corinthians 8:8–9)
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6. Give ____________________________.
“For the ministry of this service is not only fully supplying the needs
of the saints, but is also overflowing through many thanksgivings to
God. Because of the proof given by this ministry, they will glorify
God for your obedience to your confession of the gospel of Christ
and for the liberality of your contribution to them and to all, while
they also, by prayer on your behalf, yearn for you because of the
surpassing grace of God in you. Thanks be to God for His
indescribable gift!” (2 Corinthians 9:12–15)
“Do not be deceived, God is not mocked; for whatever a man sows,
this he will also reap. For the one who sows to his own flesh will
from the flesh reap corruption, but the one who sows to the Spirit will
from the Spirit reap eternal life. Let us not lose heart in doing good,
for in due time we will reap if we do not grow weary. So then, while
we have opportunity, let us do good to all people, and especially to
those who are of the household of the faith.” (Galatians 6:7–10)
My Response:
(Mark the ones that best describe your current position)

□
□
□

□
□
□

My giving is planned and reveals that God has the highest
priority of my finances.
I truly have joy in giving. I give out of delight, not duty.
My giving is proportional to my income.
o I give at least a tithe (10% to the Lord through the church).
o I am seeking to give a higher percentage to the Lord.
o I will start giving and work toward giving a least a tithe
(10%) within the next year.
I give believing that God will provide for all my needs.
I give out of loving obedience to God through His church even
when it is not convenient.
I give expecting God to use my gifts to advance His kingdom and
transform lives through the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Answers: Purposefully, Joyfully, Proportionately, Trustfully, Redemptively.
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