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Luke 736-8:3
“Indebted
How much do you owe?
For most of wus, that’'s goilng st molte samet hé¢ omf @& hta
about with other people-maybe not even with our closest family or friends. If you owe a lot, or even just
a littl e, is that something that causes yywouvieo fe
had to take out a | oan, the implication is that Yy
You needed helpAlternatively,you failed in some way and needed someone to bail yoBeiniy in debt
means that someorfer something has aclaim on you They own some part of vyo
what they offered. And while that doesnh’'a 9etapept

from going into debt-oftenb ecause there’ s somet hikreg it hat bteheworn
cost.

Debt comes through the choices that we make and the actions that weNklst.homeowners take
out loans to buy a place to live. Students dive into debt to finance their education. Consumers, especially
here in the United Stafs, purchase everything from groceries they pick up each week to the cars they use
commute to the supermarket via different forms of cre@enerally, this all works out because lenders
accept ouguarantedo pay them baclkwe 'rdturnw h a t ' s(maghe with interestthrough work or

investmentsos o me ot her source of i ncome. Generally, t h
What happens, though, when you can’'t pay back vy
deeper into debt with no hope of ever getin o u t . That’'s a terrible situa

live with that kind of crushing burdenBut what if someone just wiped outthatdebt?o u” d be compl e
free from having to pay it back. No student loan. No mortgage. No credit candrgay How would

you feelthenMay be t hat’'s what the woman was feeling as

Each of wus carried debt. 't doesimetsnmat marn tleow
poor . Every time yaun set madet hathmbeesoawbgkénom
taken on debt. That’'s sin. It separates you frol

debt to your Creator: you have no tools, no resoustesno hope of making thingsgit with God on
your own. Like the woman at the banquet, you and | are sinfietst  haven’t you hear d?
doth receive!

Simon the Pharisee hosted a feast in honor of Jesus. Simon recognized Jesus as an extraordinary teacher
a position of grat esteemprobablyhaving heard him teaching at the losghagogue. He even allowed

for the possibility thathis extraordinary rabbmi ght be a prophet, come to bri
And thenthat woman came in.Simon certainly had notinvied her : you didn’t share
just anyone back then in Israel, especially not someone with her reputation. She came up to Jesus while
they were having dinner, crying at his felesus and ¢t}

as aprophetevaporatedhe coul dn’'t dream that God’'s holy messe
him. Jesus must not be who Simon thought him to be.

Jesus was much more than anything the Pharisee could have expected, but he was eveaythimg th
weeping woman had hoped. Simon rightly called Je
and eursts areforgiven. he showed t hat he hadn’t merely co
restored relationship with GodHe camed make that restored relationship a reality.

Jesuscame to cancel the debt of sfar the woman who wet his feet with her teafer Simon the

Pharisee, foryouandmen t he real world, though, you can’'t ju
ddn’'t have to pay back your car, your home, your e
free. Somebody has to carry the cost if you're g

Jesus cancels your debt to your Credy paying for it himself. Through his perfect life and bitter death
on the cross, Jesus took on your debt and wiped it Bue. ¢ a nYouwr sins are forjiven. because he
guarantees it.

We don’t have a record of hwaw,t bhatt wemamncdmeartr
words to Simon thait was faith that brought her in to the banque3he might have heard Jesus preaching
the good news of God=nsaybk évenght same seranonlthatgoromptet @irmon th a y



honor Jesus witla feast at his home. How did you hear about Jasas2ver it might have happened, i

some way, faith has broughoy here today. The Holy Spirit brings us to see Jesus, just as He brought in
the woman at Si mon’ s hou sréheonawhdhas amestecancedthepdebogd het |,
our sin and restore udoteechemBuhoubht we’ netnbobhewend
who is so much more than a mere teacher, so much more than just a prophet, invites you to come and join
him at the feast he has prepared with his own body and blood. He wants to share table fellowship with

youuCome to the Lord’ s Supper, then, believing that
When we gather as God’' s people, we wusually pray
Lord’s Prayer. | n forglveus duri trespasses; astwe forgive mhpse whe trespads , “
againstus Anot her way of translating the original Gr ee

al so have f or gWevasknGodta wipe dway buo sirsand give us a clean slated Gs
forgiveness- His canceling of that debtofsind oesn’t come to you because 0]

beauty of His grace. @Eouwh s grace doesn’t end wit
Like the woman who poured out f ragraacdhpour gue r f u me

forgiveness when people seek it from you. That ' s

Pharisee, you and | arsuallyinclined to think that people have to be worthy of dume, and even more

so our forgiveness. ButasQGosh Chri st has forgiven you, you’'re ¢

asks you for it. Since you and | are both still sinners, even as Jesus has made us saints, we need God to
work in us and through us to make forgiveness and restored relationshgaditst.r Like the woman at
Simon’s banquet, we can only act in grateful |l ove

How muchdoyouoweT™hat s no | onger the question for you
forgivenessHer e’ s a b eattt eprutosn eGo do'nse Itohv e f oHowmuwhudidi n Chr i
you owe? In Jesus, your debt is canceled.

Amen.



