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Luke 2:21

“A Name Etched in Blood”

Happy New Year! Everybody knows that today, Janua
year of our Lord that is 2017. Folks may be a bit blegmyd today after lastnigh s New Year ' s EV
festivities. How many of you stayed up to midnight to ring in the New Year? And how many of you were
blissfully asleep when this happened? Regardiesgather in the house of the Lord todayseek his

face and ask his blessing for the year ahead. On
a new calendar year. Within the Body of Christ, we follow the life of Christ that governs the days and

seasons of the year. And toddgnuary 1, is exactly eight days after Christmas when we celebrate the

birth of JesusThis day we observe the Circumcision and Name of Jasalswe do so under the theme,

“A Name EtchMady itnheBlLooordd.””s r i ch andpreadhingptdieant bl es s
hearing, and the Iiving of his Word for Jesus’ sa

According to the Levitical law of Judaism (Leviticus 1-:B8Y on the eighth day after a male child was

born he was to be circumcised and siceldegacwitme part
God’ s promi se t o -Ab andboatinuedwBleead genesatioh.4t wds customary for

the child to be formally named at the time of circumcision, which is exactly what that closing verse in
today’' s Gospelephe sasmdh Meaerlyl,s huesi.nglodsevout members ¢
through Abraham, fulfilled what the Law required
to what the angel of the Lord told him to do (Matthew 1:21), Joseph, together with Masg tizeir

baby boy, Jesus.

Talking about circumcision in a sermorayseemlike T.M.l. —too muchinformation. | think of this

every time my family watches the movie, “The Nat:i
does have some historicalitac r aci es, i1it’'s a really well done mov
surrounding the birth of Jesus. One scene deals with the birth and circumcision of John the Baptist, son of
Zechariah and Elizabeth (Luke 1:68), who isJ e s u s '. Todhis ulgs flamily and friends gather for

the circumcision, called laris ceremony by Jewish people. Tim®helis the person who is trained to

administer the ritual of circumcision. In the movie, adolescent boys have gathered around to witness this,
and seeing firsthand what’'s involved, they back a
T.M.l. So why is this even on the church calendar in the firstplace? s about the sheddin
Very early in his lifewhenonl y ei ght days ol d, Jesus’ Dblood is a
bl ood foreshadows wh a tlood wil bée poured oungonwhe eross. [ isin thes ’ I i f
shedding of his blood that we are given new life ‘“fidwe blood of Jesus God’s Son cleanses us from all

sin” (1 John 1:7).

Names are important, but do you know where your name comes fobwmheat it means? e s Name is

who his Name sayseHis: Savior. As the angel made known teefih, this Child woulétsave his people

from their sins” (Matthew 121). And that is exactly what we needot a CEO, not a president or prime
minister, not a military leader. What we need is a Savior. A savior is one who savéss alednands
sacrifice something which almost any world religijetognizesin order for there to be forgiveness for
sins and transgressions, there must be sacnfiteh most often involves the sheddingotdod. The

Law of Moses called for the blood of sheep, goats, daes bulls to be shed (Leviticus73 in place of
the people’”s Dbl ood; s ome tirsinsiTgus,& @minubus offeringpoh d i n t o
animal sacrifice waseededo abne for sin, day in and day out, year after ykarever ended- not until
Jesus came (Hebrews 9:2&; 10:1114): “For by a single offering he has perfected for all time those

who are being saved” (Hebrews 10:14)Jesus came to live that perfect and sinless life that we could not



and cannot, in obedience to all the densaofdthe Law. Jesus came to do for us what we could not and
cannot do for ourselved.e s u s’ Na me i -shis ewn bldod, Beginning vith tbadinfant blood

at his circumcisionThrough the shedding of his precious blood, the Name of Jesus shove every

Name, so that at the Name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven, on earth, and under the earth, and

every tongue proclaim that Jesus Christ is Lord to the glory of God the Father (Philippiat$. 2:5

Our worship services close with theriediction, the blessing that pronounces those familiar wétde:
Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make his face to shine upon you and be gracious to you; the

Lord lift up his countenance upon you and give you peace” (Numbers 6:246). But then, ase heard
in today’s Ol d Testament | es s oinsfructedrAaronghrough a

Moses:*So shall they put my name upon the people of Israel, and I will bless them” (Numbers 6:27).

verse

We, too, have had the Name of God placed upon us, beginning in our Baptism when we were marked

with the cross o€hrist and sealed by theoly Spirit, having been baptized into the Name of our Triune

God:Father, Son, and Holy Spirf@n the first day of this new yedt is the saving Name of Jesus, etched
in blood, that is lifted up and placed upon the people of God that we may be blessed through faith in this
holy Name. And that is a very good way to begin this new year. May it be so with us now and throughout

this new year. Amen.



