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“Co-Workers With God”

The Scripture we’ve just read teaches us, in verse 9, that we who are Christians are called to work with God as he does his work of redemption in this world. The background for this is that God is love but people are lost. God came into our world in Jesus to reclaim lost people and bring them back into relationship with himself. He came to save their souls and restore them to God. This is what Jesus’ death on the cross as a sacrifice for our sins and his resurrection from the dead to be our life-giving Lord and Savior is all about. That message that Jesus is Lord and salvation is found in him, and that it is by pure grace and received through faith, that is what is called the gospel: the good news. God has entrusted us with that message and called us to share it with the world. When we do that we are fellow workers with God. 
It’s one thing to think that is a beautiful idea. It is another thing to put it into practice. Let me ask you this: “If God answered every prayer you prayed last week, would there be anyone new in his kingdom?” “If God prospered every attempt you made to share the gospel with someone last week, would there be anyone new in his kingdom?” These are important questions to think about. Our mission as Christians is to serve as part of the process by which people come to believe in Jesus. When we work at that we are working with God.  

Two ideas that are important: the partnership and the process. 
I. THE PROCESS THROUGH WHICH PEOPLE COME TO BELIEVE IN JESUS UNFOLDS AS WE SERVE IN PARTNERSHIP WITH GOD.
In verses 5-7 Paul dives into this theme with a question, What then is Apollos? What is Paul?   Then he gives the answer:  Servants through whom you believed, as the Lord assigned to each. 6 I planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the growth. 7 So neither he who plants nor he who waters is anything, but only God who gives the growth. 
A. The goal is for people to believe in Jesus.
Listen to the words of Jesus John 6:40 For this is the will of my Father, that everyone who looks on the Son and believes in him should have eternal life, and I will raise him up on the last day.”
B. The growth of faith comes only from God.
In verses 6-7 Paul says, I planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the growth. 7 So neither he who plants nor he who waters is anything, but only God who gives the growth.  In the same chapter I just quoted from the gospel of John, four verses later Jesus says, No one can come to me unless the Father who sent me draws him. 
C. God assigns us, as his servants, important roles to play in the birth of faith.
Look at verse 5 again Paul says, What then is Apollos? What is Paul?  Servants through whom you believed, as the Lord assigned to each.  It’s wrong to think everything depends on us. It does not. It depends on God. But it is also wrong to think that we don’t play a role in God’s work in the world we do! People who are lost can come to believe through your servant hood. That’s beautiful. 
Now think about the same truth with an emphasis on the process. 
II. THE PROCESS THROUGH WHICH PEOPLE COME TO BELIEVE IN JESUS UNFOLDS AS WE SERVE IN PARTNERSHIP WITH GOD.

What’s pictured is a process. Seeds of truth are planted. Then they are watered and nourished by care and Christ-likeness. Then that truth grows in the heart until faith blossoms and bears the fruit of faith in Jesus. God wants us to play a part in that process so that we live as servants of God through whom others believe in Jesus. 
A. One of the most basic, underestimated ways we partner with God is by intentionally building trust with non-Christians.
In another day and age, God, religion and church enjoyed the general respect of the culture. Not today. Religion is suspect, church is seen as weird, and distrust has become the norm. How many times have you let some one know that you are a Christian and had them light up and say: “Really, please tell me more!” When people first find out we are Christians, we often see them shift from warm to suspicious. This is because when our friends hear us call ourselves “Christian”, several negative things often immediately flash through their minds: “Christians are self-righteous, and they always think they’re better than me.” “I’m about to get judged, so I better get my defenses up.” “Christians are naive and narrow-minded, and they believe in fairy tales.” “When trust isn’t built or established distrust feels like a really good idea!”

It’s interesting, when you look at many of the Scriptures that talk about sharing the message of the gospel, you find that they also stress building credibility for the gospel, building trust, by how you live your life, relate to non-Christians and share the message itself. Jesus talked about letting your light shine and Paul told Timothy to not be quarrelsome but kind to everyone. (Matthew 5:16, 2 Timothy 2:24-25) Building trust is part of this process of planting seeds, watering the growth and being co-workers with God. 
Here are three practical Biblical steps for building Trust.
1. Befriend. Matthew 11:19 The Son of Man came eating and drinking, and they say, ‘Look at him! A glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and sinners!’ Yet wisdom is justified by her deeds.” Look for appropriate ways to invite them into your life. Part of friendship is doing something thoughtful or helpful. Be a friend.
2. Listen. Proverbs 18:13 &15 If one gives an answer before he hears, it is his folly and shame. 15 An intelligent heart acquires knowledge, and the ear of the wise seeks knowledge. Ask thoughtful non-threatening questions and listen well, be curious and show an interest.
3. Affirm. Acts 17:22 Paul, standing in Ancient Athens, said: “Men of Athens, I perceive that in every way you are very religious.” Many non-Christians think that what Christians do best is find fault with others. Do something unexpected and find something you can legitimately recognize and appreciate about them. 
Build trust. That is part of being a co-worker with God. And…
B. Another way we partner with God is by taking prayerful steps to awaken spiritual curiosity.
Jesus did this by the intriguing way he lived. It wasn’t just that he was good but he was good in unexpected ways. People watched and wanted to know why he touched a leper or let a woman with a reputation cry all over his feet. Pointing people to Jesus himself is a great way to awaken curiosity. Capturing and reflecting his out-of-the-box goodness in your own life is also a good way to awaken curiosity. 
In the book I Once Was Lost a woman, Crystal struggled to share Christ and the gospel on her campus. A friend suggested that if her friends weren’t asking questions about faith, she could ask her own out loud. Hanging out in dorm rooms, she started saying things like, “I wonder how many people are interested in spiritual things on this campus. How many people are ready to change their lives for something better?”  These questions dropped like seeds in the middle of conversations and grew curiosity. As an African American, she would add, “People of color are looking for God on this campus.” To white non- Christians, this was provocative, unexpected, interesting… They didn’t always know how to respond. She made them think about things they had never considered. She started inviting people to feed the homeless with her. She challenged them to open their closets and bring extra clothes to give away—thing they never considered doing. Crystal was doing a beautiful thing in their postmodern world. She was a catalyst of curiosity, and God was working through her to disrupt people’s easy answers about life. Seeds were being planted.

Jesus did this a lot with questions. I read that Jesus asks 307 questions in the gospels. Let’s ask questions that help our friends think about life from angles they have never considered. I have a simple question I like for awakening curiosity: “Do you think God has any relevance to this?”  It actually takes a lot of different forms. “What role do you think God plays in this, what do you think God thinks about all this?”  It can be something in the news or in someone’s life or just standing on a beach approach admiring a beautiful day. I know a man who works with a Christian ministry on a college campus and when he meets new people he likes to ask them: “Tell me your story.” Often after they have told him about themselves, they ask him, What about you? What’s your story?  Somewhere in telling his story he talks about the difference Christ and faith in Christ has made in his life. 
Sometimes, when the opportunity arises I like to say something like this: “You know, what has influenced me the most in thinking about this (if it’s an issue we’re discussing) or what’s helped me the most in dealing with this (if it is some challenge in life) is my faith. Sometime I wish I could tell you about the most important thing that has every happened to me and how it has shaped me and helped me.” Of course I’m talking about the gospel and how I came to be a Christian. When I say something like that I watch the person. They give me what I call, a red light, yellow light, or green light. If it’s a red light, unless we are in a plane about to crash into a mountain maybe, I just back up and build trust. If it is a yellow light I might ask would you be interested in that? If it is a green light, they light up and seem interested I want to set a time and begin thinking about how I will share my faith with this person and invite them to Christ or a deeper conversation about Christ.
Here’s one more thing…
C. We partner with God when we invest in people 
and invite them to church.

In today’s world many people come to faith in Jesus only after coming to church for a period of time, hearing multiple messages on different topics related to Christ and the gospel, having time to react, to ask questions, to process, watching Christians worship together and work together for good causes. Invest in people and invite them to church, or to your campus ministry or group. 
Conclusion

I love verse 6, I planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the growth.

Throughout the year ahead, in multiple ways we’re going to continually provide practical help and ideas to both challenge and encourage you and equip you to build trust, to awaken curiosity, to invite openness to change, to nudge toward seeking and to be a part of the process of bringing people to faith in Jesus. We do it because of the love of Christ compels us. We do it in prayerful reliance on God because only he gives the growth. But it starts with each individual’s willingness and commitment to be a co-worker with God. 
Let me ask you again: “If God answered every prayer you prayed this week would there be anyone new in his kingdom?” “If God prospered every attempt you made to share the gospel this week would there be anyone new in his kingdom?”  These are important questions because you are called to be co-workers with God.
Amen
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