Romans 4:1-25

(Genesis 15:1-6; Matthew 1:1)

“Abraham, the Father of Us All”
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1. Note, first, the fourfold structure of Paul’s argument.
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First, Abraham was not saved by his good works, nor are we (4:1-8).
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Secondly, Abraham was not saved by the covenant sign, nor are we (4:9-12).
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Thirdly, Abraham was not saved by the law, nor are we (4:13-15).
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Fourthly, Abraham was saved by grace through faith in God’s promise, and so
are we (4:16-25).
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. Note, secondly, the two greatest challenges of Abraham'’s life.

First, God called Abraham to sacrifice his past: the first lech lecha
(Genesis 12:1).

UHSISI(WES/ , 31 2, 1011 = &H/R)LT L NEL((%. 28IHS$-3$51/7 . 03, /)L" .0
&"1.)1.20)" 6 11((, $1" </ " 3$18$3( " . WH10$ . ))=iIG-30#% = 11(1/ " . 3" .)1. 2D)#$!

= " Q=% (L/M((, SUT 1% = IEL%. O™ 5% = IE) "101(/ " >$3! = =($*<VI T #=1% = IE!
HSISVI"HL(IHS-3$5184#3% (Sl lech lechall, ($O!™ . =11 DHS(SD5 "1&H/S(N7S$ . $(L(!
0S! ™ ISSPU))HS($)5 " 1/31(L(1& " 1. ) (11 1G -3 = B(I¥I<SLI/331$ (1% .. 1% = ~12, 1)=1"<!
= $%.1. 217 " fromI=", 3($1 " 312" hyl=" , 3($*< " 312" Ito yourselfilG-3W#h = l1(!
—$1. 21/%"$00) " FSU>SIS>$3=)HL . 20 (1<, 3 L(HSOL(/ " S 3!

, -0$3()%. O1. 211 = ($*<1% . O (1&*/$!1 . N#S!5 * 30!

THSIS Z )T UWMLL)$ . (D)=TAD)AS! T 2 $.) (138 $/)$0! . N#SI>$3=I5 " 30! " 30$3L!
07"k3" = 1=",3lcountry'%.0!=", 3kindred'% . 0!=" , 3!father’s houseR!""#1(!1(")#$!
3$>F3(HI"<#S!. "3 - %*15730!"30$3I T#$.1=", FEu>$lI=", KI3) " $Nu>$)#$l# " , (!
V#S . )#$!;1.03%001% . 01 Y+*=#$1/ ", .)3=iID, ) )#$!5 " 30! " 30$31#$3%!1(!
1)$)1 W) " I(#SN#$IL)S. (D)= = ")1" JHE)L(#%301$. =, 241) " F$%>$! = - $i(!
/7, 0)3=0-,) Z " 381&%NL <, ) " %>$ T U $B(!5 1. al% . OI)I1(1#%N30$()! ™ <19%*™1) = F$%>S!
"UB(HT - SIIbS)NH#L(IB%(138K , 13$0! " <IG-3%#% = (1% (1. 1%!10$$&!% . 01)3" , -*1. 2!
(3. (BID)ILI3SK, 1350! "<ISW/#! "<, (1S#" 1#$%3!7 " 08(!1>"1/$! (%=1. 20108 = $lI<"*** 5]
83, () - Sk LB "I21>$1=", 3Pl - $% 1. 2018#" T (B! - =1-*$((1. 21" >$3)#S!
S001.1&3% = 1(S(I " <)AL(1&3B(S-)!%2$1)#%) /% . - *)!I0$*1>$3I5#%)!1=",1)3,*=! . $$OIR

|

TSISSUH()HSNS = &))" . 1) "1 (87, 31)=LI07 "1C!) " 1)#$1% . O)#%) EI S 1#1 (#" 5!

=" RITHS3SIN3SIS$I2 1. 2VITHI) SN ™ s 14 SISHS . I5SH33>SVITSIS%. ) !
&4%.0)"1; . " SIGHSU0! " <)L = $II) " HH>SIT , 31T "0 0" 021. 21($/ , 38011 . 1%40>% . /$i!
D,)I7"0l(%=(QF$)!™,)!™ .1=", 31" ,3.$=0%. 01)3, () = $!) "128)!=" , IS#$3$IEIS% )|
=", 1)"12700%. 01) "1&3" >10$I " 31=" , I5#$ . I=" , 12$)N#$3SRI " #L (1 ()HSIS(($. /$! "<
YHSIHCS " SU)HIE)R/) (1" .17 " 08(1&3" = L(S(IG . OHS3SI#SI&3™ = 1($IL(!1. /3$01-*$L!
Q1= , COmI)ABIcth = 1S (1 = )HSISUI)HS L -$1 S ((SORN

|

G-30#% = 15%(3$%0=12$))1. 21" 1L I=$%3(I5#S . 17 " /%SO = (IHSHHOI>$0!
117 S HSI238%)SO/DIS(1 ™ )#$I% . /1$. )15 " 300% . OO0 -=! . " 5ii12,3$01" ,)!
St " H$I5%(1%.. O15#9) L (H<SISH(%%- ", IA3I("HSD#" , 2#)iID,)I770!. " 5!
(&$%; (11.) "L (MBI . OF . " )#L . 25 11$>$31-SI)#$I (% = $il<™ 31G- 30 = 1" 3™ 314!



S5 300G "<I#, = % 1#1() "3=1#1. 28(1" . 1G-3%#% = B(1)3, ()!11.17700l% . O™ L 11!

"-$01$. /%!
|

!

Then, God called Abraham to sacrifice his future: the last lech lecha
(Genesis 22:2).
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