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DANIEL SERIES #10:  The Seventy Weeks

Daniel 9:24-27

Grace Community Church

Kingston, Tennessee

Sunday, December 3, 2017
1. TEXT:  Dan. 9:24-27, (24) "Seventy weeks are determined For your people and for your holy city, To finish the transgression, To make an end of sins, To make reconciliation for iniquity, To bring in everlasting righteousness, To seal up vision and prophecy, And to anoint the Most Holy.  (25) "Know therefore and understand, That from the going forth of the command To restore and build Jerusalem Until Messiah the Prince, There shall be seven weeks and sixty-two weeks; The street shall be built again, and the wall, Even in troublesome times.  (26) "And after the sixty-two weeks Messiah shall be cut off, but not for Himself; And the people of the prince who is to come Shall destroy the city and the sanctuary. The end of it shall be with a flood, And till the end of the war desolations are determined.  (27) Then he shall confirm a covenant with many for one week; But in the middle of the week He shall bring an end to sacrifice and offering. And on the wing of abominations shall be one who makes desolate, Even until the consummation, which is determined, Is poured out on the desolate."

2. INTRODUCTION:

a. Daniel 9 is God’s outline of the future of Israel and the world

b. DEFINITION: Prophecy is history prewritten

c. CONTEXT:  At this point in the book, Daniel had been praying and fasting to discover God’s will for the future of Israel and this passage is God’s answer to that prayer

i. Daniel understood that Israel was in captivity because of its sins against God and he asks God to forgive his nation of its sins

1. Dan. 9:4-5, (4) And I prayed to the LORD my God, and made confession, and said, "O Lord, great and awesome God, who keeps His covenant and mercy with those who love Him, and with those who keep His commandments, (5) "we have sinned and committed iniquity, we have done wickedly and rebelled, even by departing from Your precepts and Your judgments.

ii. Daniel knew from OT prophecies related to Israel, that it would be in captivity for 70 years

1. Jer. 25:11-12, (11) ‘And this whole land shall be a desolation and an astonishment, and these nations shall serve the king of Babylon seventy years.  (12) ‘Then it will come to pass, when seventy years are completed, that I will punish the king of Babylon and that nation, the land of the Chaldeans, for their iniquity,’ says the LORD; ‘and I will make it a perpetual desolation.

iii. Daniel 9:24:

1. Is God’s answer to Daniel about Israel’s future

2. “Seventy weeks are determined for your people and for your holy city….”

3. CHARACTERS MENTIONED IN THIS PASSAGE:  This passage refers to two princes

a. MESSIAH THE PRINCE, Daniel 9:25, “Know therefore and understand, [That] from the going forth of the command To restore and build Jerusalem Until Messiah the Prince [comes, will be a specific amount of time]….”

b. THE PRINCE TO COME (Daniel 9:26, “… the prince who is to come….”)

i. No good thing is said of this prince

1. Vv. 26-27, (26) “And after the sixty-two weeks Messiah shall be cut off, but not for Himself; and the people of the prince who is to come Shall destroy the city and the sanctuary. The end of it shall be with a flood, and till the end of the war desolations are determined.  (27) Then he shall confirm a covenant with many for one week; but in the middle of the week He shall bring an end to sacrifice and offering. And on the wing of abominations shall be one who makes desolate, even until the consummation, which is determined, is poured out on the desolate.”

ii. V. 26, God tells Daniel that when the Messiah comes:

1. He will be cut off 

a. “Cut off” is a biblical expression which means “to be killed”

b. Isaiah 53:8, “He was taken from prison and from judgment, And who will declare His generation? For He was cut off from the land of the living; for the transgressions of My people He was stricken.”

2. V. 26, Messiah will “be cut off, but not for Himself”

a. Rm. 4:25, “He was delivered for OUR offenses, He was raised for our justification.”

b. Is. 53:4-5, MESSIANIC PASSAGE, (4) Surely He has borne our griefs And carried our sorrows; Yet we esteemed Him stricken, Smitten by God, and afflicted.  (5) But He was wounded for our transgressions, He was bruised for our iniquities; the chastisement for our peace was upon Him, and by His stripes we are healed.

3. V. 26 has already been fulfilled

a. Titus destroyed Jerusalem in AD 70 

4. THE 70 WEEKS OF DANIEL 9 

a. The word “week” is the Hebrew word “shabua,” which means “seven”

i. Israel observed “weeks” of days and “weeks” of years

1. EX—“weeks” of years

a. Gen. 29:27, “‘Fulfill her week, and we will give you this one also for the service which you will serve with me still another seven years.’”

2. EX--“Week” of days

a. Dan. 10:2-3, (2) In those days I, Daniel, was mourning three full weeks.  (3) I ate no pleasant food, no meat or wine came into my mouth, nor did I anoint myself at all, till three whole weeks were fulfilled.

b. Daniel 9:24, “Seventy weeks are determined for your people and for your holy city….”

i. Daniel is told that by the end of this 70 week period, 6 things will occur

1. #1: v. 24, “To finish the transgression”

2. #2: v. 14, “To put an end to sin”

3. #3: v. 24, “To make reconciliation”

4. #4: v. 24, “To bring in everlasting righteousness”

5. #5: v. 24, “To seal up vision and prophecy”

6. #6: v. 24, “To anoint the Most Holy” [place]

ii. Isaiah also tells us what will occur at the end of the 70 weeks

1. Is. 65:18-25, (18) But be glad and rejoice forever in what I create; For behold, I create Jerusalem as a rejoicing, And her people a joy.  (19) I will rejoice in Jerusalem, And joy in My people; The voice of weeping shall no longer be heard in her, Nor the voice of crying.  (20) "No more shall an infant from there live but a few days, Nor an old man who has not fulfilled his days; For the child shall die one hundred years old, But the sinner being one hundred years old shall be accursed.  (21) They shall build houses and inhabit them; They shall plant vineyards and eat their fruit.  (22) They shall not build and another inhabit; They shall not plant and another eat; For as the days of a tree, so shall be the days of My people, And My elect shall long enjoy the work of their hands.  (23) They shall not labor in vain, Nor bring forth children for trouble; For they shall be the descendants of the blessed of the LORD, And their offspring with them.  (24) "It shall come to pass That before they call, I will answer; And while they are still speaking, I will hear.  (25) The wolf and the lamb shall feed together, The lion shall eat straw like the ox, And dust shall be the serpent’s food. They shall not hurt nor destroy in all My holy mountain," Says the LORD.

iii. In Daniel 9, God gave a breakdown of those 70 weeks He promised Israel

1. Daniel 9:25, “Know therefore and understand, [That] from the going forth of the command To restore and build Jerusalem Until Messiah the Prince, [There shall be] seven weeks and sixty-two weeks…”

2. God’s clock for Israel stopped between the 69th and 70th week of Daniel

3. God inserted the Church Age between Israel’s 69th and 70th week

5. Dan. 9:26-27, (26) "And after the sixty-two weeks Messiah shall be cut off, but not for Himself; And the people of the prince who is to come Shall destroy the city and the sanctuary. The end of it shall be with a flood, And till the end of the war desolations are determined.  (27) Then he shall confirm a covenant with many for one week; But in the middle of the week He shall bring an end to sacrifice and offering. And on the wing of abominations shall be one who makes desolate, Even until the consummation, which is determined, Is poured out on the desolate."

a. The “prince who is to come” is the Antichrist, who confirms a 1-week covenant (7 years) with many nations on behalf of Israel 

b. In the middle of “the week”, he will break that covenant and go into the Temple in Israel

i. Scripture calls the Antichrist, “the abomination of desolation”

1. Dan. 7:8 PROPHESIED the entrance of the Antichrist into the Temple in the last days, “I was considering the horns, and there was another horn, a little one, coming up among them, before whom three of the first horns were plucked out by the roots. And there, in this horn, [were] eyes like the eyes of a man, and a mouth speaking pompous words.”

2. Matthew 24:15, Christ tells us when the event occurs,  "Therefore when you see the ‘abomination of desolation,’ spoken of by Daniel the prophet, standing in the holy place [beware]….”

3. 2 Thes. 2:4, Paul elaborates on the pompous words the Antichrist will speak at that time, “who opposes and exalts himself above all that is called God or that is worshiped, so that he sits as God in the temple of God, showing himself that he is God.”

6. THE SPECIFICITY OF THIS PROPHECY

a. IMPORTANT DATE:
i. Luke 3:1, “Now in the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar, Pontius Pilate being governor of Judea, Herod being tetrarch of Galilee, his brother Philip tetrarch of Iturea and the region of Trachonitis, and Lysanias tetrarch of Abilene….”

ii. Historians tell us that the 15th year of Tiberius Caesar’s reign would have been between August AD 28 and April AD 29

iii. Christ ministered for 3 years

iv. So, the Passover of the 3rd year of Christ’s ministry would be AD 32

b. #1:  NUMBER OF DAYS IN A BIBLICAL YEAR

i. Compare:

1. Genesis 7:11, “In the six hundredth year of Noah’s life, in the second month, the seventeenth day of the month, on that day all the fountains of the great deep were broken up, and the windows of heaven were opened.”

2. Gen. 8:3-4, (3) And the waters receded continually from the earth. At the end of the hundred and fifty days the waters decreased.  (4) Then the ark rested in the seventh month, the seventeenth day of the month, on the mountains of Ararat.

ii. Since there are 30 days in a biblical month, then there are 360 days in a biblical year

7. #2:  WHEN DID THE 70 WEEKS GOD PROMISE ISRAEL BEGIN?

a. Dan. 9:25, “Know therefore and understand, [That] from the going forth of the command To restore and build Jerusalem Until Messiah the Prince, [There shall be] seven weeks and sixty-two weeks; The street shall be built again, and the wall, Even in troublesome times.”

b. The command to “restore and build Jerusalem”

i. Is recorded in Neh. 2:1-8, (1) And it came to pass in the month of Nisan, in the twentieth year of King Artaxerxes, when wine was before him, that I took the wine and gave it to the king. Now I had never been sad in his presence before.  (2) Therefore the king said to me, "Why is your face sad, since you are not sick? This is nothing but sorrow of heart." So I became dreadfully afraid, (3) and said to the king, "May the king live forever! Why should my face not be sad, when the city, the place of my fathers’ tombs, lies waste, and its gates are burned with fire?"  (4) Then the king said to me, "What do you request?" So I prayed to the God of heaven.  (5) And I said to the king, "If it pleases the king, and if your servant has found favor in your sight, I ask that you send me to Judah, to the city of my fathers’ tombs, that I may rebuild it."  (6) Then the king said to me (the queen also sitting beside him), "How long will your journey be? And when will you return?" So it pleased the king to send me; and I set him a time.  (7) Furthermore I said to the king, "If it pleases the king, let letters be given to me for the governors of the region beyond the River, that they must permit me to pass through till I come to Judah, (8) "and a letter to Asaph the keeper of the king’s forest, that he must give me timber to make beams for the gates of the citadel which pertains to the temple, for the city wall, and for the house that I will occupy." And the king granted them to me according to the good hand of my God upon me.

ii. Was given in the 20th year of reign of king Artaxerxes (BC 445). The corresponding date on our calendar would be March 14 in B.C. 445.

c. Daniel 9:25, “Know therefore and understand, [That] from the going forth of the command To restore and build Jerusalem Until Messiah the Prince, [There shall be] seven weeks and sixty-two weeks….”

i. Daniel tells us when Christ would come:

1. 69 weeks X 7 years = 483 years

2. 483 years X 360 days = 173,880 days

ii. When that time would start:  March 14, in B.C. 445

iii. 173,880 days from March 14, B.C. 445 would be April 6, 32 A.D., the date Christ rode into Jerusalem on a donkey on Palm Sunday

1. Mt. 21:7-11, (7) They brought the donkey and the colt, laid their clothes on them, and set Him on them.  (8) And a very great multitude spread their clothes on the road; others cut down branches from the trees and spread them on the road.  (9) Then the multitudes who went before and those who followed cried out, saying: "Hosanna to the Son of David! ‘Blessed is He who comes in the name of the LORD!’ Hosanna in the highest!"  (10) And when He had come into Jerusalem, all the city was moved, saying, "Who is this?"  (11) So the multitudes said, "This is Jesus, the prophet from Nazareth of Galilee."

2. Riding a donkey into Jerusalem was not merely the mode of transportation Christ chose to come into town, He was signaling something by doing so

a. This act of Christ was a fulfillment of Zech. 9:9, “Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion! Shout, O daughter of Jerusalem! Behold, your King is coming to you; He [is] just and having salvation, Lowly and riding on a donkey, A colt, the foal of a donkey.”

8. CONCLUSION:

a. DATE OF THE WRITING OF DANIEL:

i. Daniel wrote the book which goes by his name more than 500 years before the time of Christ

ii. Critics believe it was written after the time of Christ (history written as if it were prophecy)

iii. The Septuagint was completed in BC 150

b. Only God could have prewritten history before it happened

c. The same God Who wrote the prophecy of Dan. 9 is the same God Who said:
i. Romans 6:23, “For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.”

ii. John 3:16, “‘For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.’”

iii. Romans 10:13, “For ‘WHOEVER CALLS ON THE NAME OF THE LORD SHALL BE SAVED.’”

iv. Matthew 11:28, “‘Come to Me, all you who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.’”
v. Hebrews 13:5, “‘…I WILL NEVER LEAVE YOU NOR FORSAKE YOU.’”
