4th July Weekend – 2017
Happy Birthday, America … Don’t Lose Your Footing, Christian!
I. WHAT IS OUR SITUATION?
We hold a dual citizenship…
But our citizenship is in heaven, and from it we await a Savior, the Lord Jesus
Christ, 21 who will transform our lowly body to be like his glorious body, by the
power that enables him even to subject all things to himself. (Philippians 3)
20

These citizenships can come into conflict!
"No one can serve two masters, for either he will hate the one and love the
other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other….. (Mat 6:24 ESV)
24

“Therefore it is recorded of Cain that he built a city, but Abel was a pilgrim, and built
none. For the [true] city of the saints is above, though it has citizens here on earth. On
earth that city lives as a pilgrim until the time until the time of the Kingdom come – and
then it gathers all the citizens together in the resurrection of the body, and gives them a
kingdom to reign in with their King for ever and ever.”
- St. Augustine of Hippo, The City of God

II. HOW DO WE LIVE IN THIS PRECARIOUS BALANCING ACTING?
Spiritual Lumberjacks!
Jesus - the Political King
He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. And the Lord God
will give to him the throne of his father David, 33 and he will reign over the
house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end." (Luke 1)
2

What then is this?? Jesus answered, "My kingdom is not of this world. If my kingdom were of this
world, my servants would have been fighting, that I might not be delivered over
to the Jews. But my kingdom is not from the world." (John 18)
36

It’s a Question of Timing:
Then the seventh angel blew his trumpet, and there were loud voices in
heaven, saying, "The kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of our Lord
and of his Christ, and he shall reign forever and ever." (Revelation 11)
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The Day is Coming
For David did not ascend into the heavens, but he himself says, "'The Lord said
to my Lord, "Sit at my right hand, 35 until I make your enemies your footstool."'
(Acts 2)
34

III. WHAT IS OUR CALLING Vis-à-vis THE WORLD?
God’s Design for His Covenant People
… "Thus you shall say to the house of Jacob, and tell the people of Israel: 4 You
yourselves have seen what I did to the Egyptians, and how I bore you on eagles'
wings and brought you to myself. 5 Now therefore, if you will indeed obey my
voice and keep my covenant, you shall be my treasured possession among all
peoples, for all the earth is mine; 6 and you shall be to me a kingdom of priests
and a holy nation. These are the words that you shall speak to the people of
Israel." (Exodus 19)
3

But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own
possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of him who called you out of darkness
into his marvelous light. (1 Peter 2)
9

So how do we conduct ourselves?
Temporary Residence Card:
but as he who called you is holy, you also be holy in all your conduct, 16 since
it is written, "You shall be holy, for I am holy." 17 And if you call on him as Father
who judges impartially according to each one's deeds, conduct yourselves with
fear throughout the time of your exile … (1 Peter 1)
15

But with serious responsibilities:

Be subject for the Lord's sake to every human institution, whether it be to the
emperor as supreme, 14 or to governors as sent by him to punish those who do
evil and to praise those who do good. 16 Live as people who are free, not using
your freedom as a cover-up for evil, but living as servants of God. 17 Honor
everyone. Love the brotherhood. Fear God. Honor the emperor. (1 Peter 2)
13

Let every person be subject to the governing authorities. For there is no authority except
from God, and those that exist have been instituted by God. 2 Therefore whoever resists
the authorities resists what God has appointed, and those who resist will incur judgment.
3 For rulers are not a terror to good conduct, but to bad. Would you have no fear of the
one who is in authority? Then do what is good, and you will receive his approval, 4 for he
is God's servant for your good. But if you do wrong, be afraid, for he does not bear the
sword in vain. For he is the servant of God, an avenger who carries out God's wrath on
the wrongdoer. 5 Therefore one must be in subjection, not only to avoid God's wrath but
also for the sake of conscience. 6 For because of this you also pay taxes, for the authorities
are ministers of God, attending to this very thing. 7 Pay to all what is owed to them: taxes
to whom taxes are owed, revenue to whom revenue is owed, respect to whom respect is
owed, honor to whom honor is owed. 8 Owe no one anything, except to love each other,
for the one who loves another has fulfilled the law. (Romans 13)

Who is our model?
And the king [Nebuchadnezzar] spoke with them, and among all of them none
was found like Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah. Therefore they stood
before the king. 20 And in every matter of wisdom and understanding about
which the king inquired of them, he found them ten times better than all the
magicians and enchanters that were in all his kingdom. 21 And Daniel was there
until the first year of King Cyrus. (Daniel 1)
19

Then the king gave Daniel high honors and many great gifts, and made him ruler over
the whole province of Babylon and chief prefect over all the wise men of Babylon. (Daniel
2)
48

Then Daniel was brought in before the king [Belshazzar]. The king answered and said
to Daniel, "You are that Daniel, one of the exiles of Judah, whom the king my father
brought from Judah. 14 I have heard of you that the spirit of the gods is in you, and that
light and understanding and excellent wisdom are found in you. (Daniel 5)
13

Then this Daniel became distinguished above all the other high officials and satraps,
because an excellent spirit was in him. And the king [Darius] planned to set him over the
whole kingdom. (Daniel 6)
3

IV. WHAT IS IT THE LUMBERJACK PRIESTS DO?
Basic Lumberjack Skills
Intercession
First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and
thanksgivings be made for all people, 2 for kings and all who are in high
positions, that we may lead a peaceful and quiet life, godly and dignified in
every way. 3 This is good, and it is pleasing in the sight of God our Savior, 4 who
desires all people to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth.
(1Timothy 2)
1

Gratitude
Serve your fellow man
5 Love

has good manners and does not pursue selfish advantage. It is not touchy.
It does not keep account of evil or gloat over the wickedness of other people. 6
On the contrary, it is glad with all good men when truth prevails. (I Corinthians
13 - JB Phillips Translation)
"You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden. 15 Nor do people
light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a stand, and it gives light to all in the
house. 16 In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your
good works and give glory to your Father who is in heaven. (Matthew 5)
14

Excellence
Whatever you do, work heartily, as for the Lord and not for men, 24 knowing
that from the Lord you will receive the inheritance as your reward. You are
serving the Lord Christ. (Colossians 3)
23

Where Shall Lumberjack Priests Set Their Affections?

