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The Benefits and Penalties of Speaking for or Against Jesus 

Luke 12:8-10 

2 Scenarios; 3 Speaking Actions; 4 Results; Many Interpretations 

Two __________ Before People Bring the Same Responses by Jesus 

8 "Also I say to 

you, whoever 

confesses Me 

before men, him 

the Son of Man 

also will confess 

before the angels 

of God. 

1. When One Confesses Jesus Before People, 

Jesus Confesses Before the Angels of God 

Context:  Fear of man versus fear of God (4-7) 

Confess:  To “say the same;” to acknowledge 

Connection:  Confesses “with Me” 

Crowd: “In front of” men (anthropos – “people”) 

Coordinating Response in Heaven 

What is Jesus saying here? 

a. Confession before men essential to salvation? 

b. Confession before men evidence of salvation? 

c. Confession … prevents ejection from salvation? 

d. Confession … encouraged because of God’s 

sovereignty; recognition/reward? (1 Tim 6:6-16) 

Key Questions: 

• Is salvation by belief alone, or belief plus 

something else (confession, works, faithfulness, 

perseverance)? (Eph 2:8-9; John 3:18; Rom 4:5) 

• Can one believe and not confess …? (John 12:42) 

• Can one confess … & not believe? (Titus 1:15-16) 

9 "But he who 

denies Me before 

men will be 

denied before the 

angels of God. 

2. When One Denies Jesus Before People, 

Jesus Denies Before the Angels of God 

Deny: Opposite of “confess;” reject 

Disconnection: “Me” 

Direction: “before” men (anthropos – “people”) 

Denial in Heaven 

What is Jesus saying here? 

a. Denial erases salvation? 

b. Denial evokes censure (and loss of rewards)? 

Key Questions: 

• Is salvation by belief alone…? 

• Would a believer deny Jesus? (Rev 2:13; 3:8) 

• Can a believer deny the faith? (1 Tim 5:8) 

• Can a believer deny Jesus? (Mt 26:34,75) 

• Why stay faithful? (Heb 11:32-12:2 

• God’s ultimate faithfulness! (2 Tim 2:11-13) 

Two _______________ of Evil Speaking Yields Different Possibilities 

10 "And anyone 

who speaks a 

word against the 

Son of Man, it will 

be forgiven him; 

3. When One Speaks Against Jesus, 

Forgiveness Is Available 

 

but to him who 

blasphemes 

against the Holy 

Spirit, it will not 

be forgiven. 

4. When One Speaks Against the Holy Spirit, 

Forgiveness Is Unavailable 

 

 


