A Truth That Frees
“Once truth is removed as the arbiter between two groups all that is left is power.”
“….I am astonished that you are so quickly deserting him who called you in the grace of Christ and are turning to a
different gospel— not that there is another one, but there are some who trouble you and want to distort the gospel of
Christ. But even if we or an angel from heaven should preach to you a gospel contrary to the one we preached to you,
let him be accursed. As we have said before, so now I say again: If anyone is preaching to you a gospel contrary to the
one you received, let him be accursed (Gal. 1:6-9).”
“For freedom Christ has set us free; stand firm therefore, and do not submit again to a yoke of slavery…For you were
called to freedom, brothers. Only do not use your freedom as an opportunity for the flesh, but through love serve one
another (Gal. 5:1,13).”
“The truth will set you free (Jn. 8:32).”

I. Truth is more important than you think.
“To be a 'nice girl' was to be looked on as a freak. The truth was, however, the new permissiveness gave men permission
to exploit you.”
•

What you do personally, impacts who you are socially.

“…because of false brothers secretly brought in—who slipped in to spy out our freedom that we have in Christ Jesus, so
that they might bring us into slavery— to them we did not yield in submission even for a moment, so that the truth of
the gospel might be preserved for you (4-5).”

II. Truth is more liberating than you think.
“Truly, truly, I say to you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains alone; but if it dies, it bears
much fruit. Whoever loves his life loses it, and whoever hates his life in this world will keep it for eternal life (Jn. 12:2425).”
“My brothers, show no partiality as you hold the faith in our Lord Jesus Christ, the Lord of glory. For if a man wearing a
gold ring and fine clothing comes into your assembly, and a poor man in shabby clothing also comes in, and if you pay
attention to the one who wears the fine clothing and say, ‘You sit here in a good place,’ while you say to the poor man,
‘You stand over there,’ or, ‘Sit down at my feet,’ have you not then made distinctions among yourselves and become
judges with evil thoughts? Listen, my beloved brothers, has not God chosen those who are poor in the world to be rich
in faith and heirs of the kingdom, which he has promised to those who love him? But you have dishonored the poor
man. Are not the rich the ones who oppress you, and the ones who drag you into court? Are they not the ones who
blaspheme the honorable name by which you were called? If you really fulfill the royal law according to the Scripture,
‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself,’ you are doing well (James 2:1-8).”

III. Truth is more personal than you think.
“…But when I saw that their conduct was not in step with the truth of the gospel, I said to Cephas before them all, ‘If
you, though a Jew, live like a Gentile and not like a Jew, how can you force the Gentiles to live like Jews?’ We ourselves
are Jews by birth and not Gentile sinners; yet we know that a person is not justified by works of the law but through
faith in Jesus Christ, so we also have believed in Christ Jesus, in order to be justified by faith in Christ and not by works of
the law, because by works of the law no one will be justified (14-16).”

