United by the Gospel
“Do not think that I have come to bring peace to the earth. I have not come to bring peace, but a sword. For I have come
to set a man against his father, and a daughter against her mother, and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law.
And a person's enemies will be those of his own household. Whoever loves father or mother more than me is not
worthy of me, and whoever loves son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me. And whoever does not take his
cross and follow me is not worthy of me. Whoever finds his life will lose it, and whoever loses his life for my sake will
find it (Mt. 10:34-39).”

I.

You were dead when sin was your life.

“You have heard that it was said to those of old, ‘You shall not murder; and whoever murders will be liable to judgment.’
But I say to you that everyone who is angry with his brother will be liable to judgment; whoever insults his brother will
be liable to the council; and whoever says, ‘You fool!’ will be liable to the hell of fire (Matthew 5:21-22).”
“And you were dead in the trespasses and sins in which you once walked, following the course of this world, following
the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that is now at work in the sons of disobedience— among whom we all once
lived in the passions of our flesh, carrying out the desires of the body and the mind, and were by nature children of
wrath, like the rest of mankind (1-4).”
“Christians are usually sincere and well-intentioned people until you get to any real issues of ego, control power, money,
pleasure, and security. Then they tend to be pretty much like everybody else. We often are given a bogus version of the
Gospel, some fast-food religion, without any deep transformation of the self; and the result has been the spiritual
disaster of 'Christian' countries that tend to be as consumer-oriented, proud, warlike, racist, class conscious, and
addictive as everybody else-and often more so, I'm afraid.” Richard Rohr
II.

You were made alive with Christ.

“But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which he loved us, even when we were dead in our
trespasses, made us alive together with Christ…(5).”
“For just as you once presented your members as slaves to impurity and to lawlessness leading to more lawlessness, so
now present your members as slaves to righteousness leading to sanctification (Rm. 6:19).”
“For I do not understand my own actions. For I do not do what I want, but I do the very thing I hate…For I know that
nothing good dwells in me, that is, in my flesh. For I have the desire to do what is right, but not the ability to carry it out.
For I do not do the good I want, but the evil I do not want is what I keep on doing…Who will deliver me from this body of
death? Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord (7:16-25)!”
III.

You are not alone in the struggle, but you have been made alive WITH Christ!

“But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which he loved us, even when we were dead in our
trespasses, made us alive together with Christ—by grace you have been saved— and raised us up with him and seated
us with him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, so that in the coming ages he might show the immeasurable riches of
his grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own
doing; it is the gift of God, not a result of works, so that no one may boast. For we are his workmanship, created in Christ
Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them (4-10).”
“I am not aware of any other factor — not diet, not smoking, not exercise, not stress, not genetics, not drugs, not
surgery — that has a greater impact on our incidence of illness, and [chance of] premature death.” Dr. Dean Ornish

