Pursuing the Presence of God: A Review


 “Seek the Lord and his strength; seek his presence continually!” Psalm 105:4

Why This Series? To Embrace the Presence of God for the Glory of God

If you want to glorify God, rejoice in the presence of God.

Jesus prayed, “Father, glorify me in your own presence with the glory that I had with you before the world existed. . . . Father, I desire that they also, whom you have given me, may be with me where I am, to see my glory that you have given me because you loved me before the foundation of the world” (John 17:5, 26).

[bookmark: _GoBack]Paul wrote, “Those who do not know God and those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus . . . will suffer the punishment of eternal destruction, away from the presence of the Lord and from the glory of his might, when he comes on that day to be glorified in his saints, and to be marveled at among all who have believed” (2 Thessalonians 1:8–10).

Jude rejoiced in his doxology, “Now to him who is able to keep you from stumbling and to present you blameless before the presence of his glory with great joy, to the only God, our Savior, through Jesus Christ our Lord, be glory, majesty, dominion, and authority, before all time and now and forever. Amen” (Jude 24–25).

Where We’ve Been

This past fall, we covered 4 broad questions:

1) What is the presence of God, and how do we pursue it? 

What:

The omnipresence of God (Psalm 139:7–12; Acts 17:24, 28)
The presence of God with believers (Matthew 28:20; Hebrews 13:5)
The manifest presence of God (Psalm 105:4; 1 Corinthians 12:7)
The face of God (Numbers 6:25–26; Psalm 27:8–9; 1 Corinthians 13:12)

How:

Pray to God and call on him in truth (Psalm 145:18)
Sing to him and praise his name (Psalm 100:2, 4)
Humble yourself before him (James 4:6–10)
Love him and love others (John 14:23)
Pursue purity—together (2 Corinthians 6:14–7:1)



2) Who now manifests the presence of God? 

The biblical progression: garden then fall (Genesis 3:8), tabernacle then temple (Exodus 40:34–35; 2 Chronicles 7:1–2), Christ (John 1:14, 18), Spirit (Romans 8:9–11), believers (Ephesians 2:21–22; cf. 1 Corinthians 6:19–20), new heavens (Revelation 21:3).

The temple is the place where God dwells, and Christians are that temple—both individually (1 Corinthians 6:12–20) and corporately (Ephesians 2:21–22). Charlie also taught numerous weeks on pursuing the presence of God as his people, the church.

3) Why should we pursue the presence of God? What are some incentives or motivations?

1. His presence gives us boldness (Acts 4:31; Isaiah 41:10).
2. His presence gives us joy (Psalm 16:11; Acts 13:52; Romans 14:17; 15:13; Galatians 5:22; 1 Thessalonians 1:6).
3. His presence gives us comfort (Psalm 23:4).
4. His presence gives us clarity—both for receiving the knowledge of God (1 Corinthians 2:10b–13a) and for sharing it (Matthew 10:18–20).
5. His presence gives us Christlikeness (2 Corinthians 3:12–18).
6. His presence gives us stability (Acts 2:25, quoting Psalm 16:8).
7. His presence gives us refreshment (Acts 3:19–20).

4) Where do we pursue the presence of God, or in what context do we do so?

Sanctification: the presence of God enables us to be holy (2 Corinthians 3:7–18; 4:4, 6; Psalm 119:2–3)—and we desire greater holiness so that we might better know God’s presence (1 John 3:1–3; Colossians 3:1–17; 2 Corinthians 6:14–7:1)!

Charlie talked about pursuing God in creation. Pastor Nick talked about pursuing God’s presence in the assembly of God (when Christians gather together to worship). Pastor Dave talked about baptism, and I still hope he will teach on pursuing God’s presence in the midst of suffering.

Personal life: Bible, prayer, memorization, and journaling.
Married life: Pray and read.
Family life: Bible, prayer, singing, and blessings.
Where We’re Going

These next few months, I hope we can focus on the more practical question of how to pursue the presence of God, and we will continue to consider the various spheres that relate to our sermon series in 1 Corinthians starting in February.

The Presence of God and the Armor of God (Ephesians 6)
The Presence of God and the Spirit of God (Galatians 5)
The Presence of God and Communion with God (Hebrews 10)
The Presence of God and Making Disciples (Elder Panel)
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