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“Seek the LORD and his strength; seek his presence continually!”
—Psalm 105:4

Jesus Promised the Giving of the Spirit in John

John 7:38–39, Jesus said, “‘Whoever believes in me, as the Scripture has said, “Out of his heart will flow rivers of living water.”’ Now this he said about the Spirit, whom those who believed in him were to receive, for as yet the Spirit had not been given, because Jesus was not yet glorified.”

John 14:16–17, Jesus said, “I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Helper, to be with you forever, even the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees him nor knows him. You know him, for he dwells with you and will be in you. I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you.”

John 16:7, Jesus said, “Nevertheless, I tell you the truth: it is to your advantage that I go away, for if I do not go away, the Helper will not come to you. But if I go, I will send him to you.”

John 20:21–22, “Jesus said to them [his disciples] again, ‘Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, even so I am sending you.’ And when he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, ‘Receive the Holy Spirit.’”

See also John 14:26; 16:12–15 for what the Spirit was to come and do for Jesus’s followers.
Jesus and Peter Announced the Power of the Spirit in Acts

First, in Acts 1:5, 8, Jesus tells his disciples just before his ascension, “John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now. . . . You will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.”

Acts 2:1, “When the day of Pentecost arrived, they were all together in one place. . . . And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit gave them utterance.”

In Acts 2:17–18, Peter connects the Spirit’s coming at Pentecost with what the Old Testament prophet Joel had foretold, “And in the last days it shall be, God declares, that I will pour out my Spirit on all flesh, and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall see visions, and your old men shall dream dreams; even on my male servants and female servants in those days I will pour out my Spirit, and they shall prophesy” (quoting Joel 2:28–29).

Later, Peter proclaims in Acts 2:33, “Being therefore exalted at the right hand of God, and having received from the Father the promise of the Holy Spirit, he [Jesus] has poured out this that you yourselves are seeing and hearing.” So now, when we share the gospel, we can join Peter and say, “Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.” (Acts 2:38).

See also Acts 4:31 for how these Christians again “were all filled with the Holy Spirit and continued to speak the word of God with boldness.”
Paul Taught the Work of the Spirit in His Epistles

1 Corinthians 12:13, “In one Spirit we were all baptized into one body—Jews or Greeks, slaves or free—and all were made to drink of one Spirit.”

Romans 5:5, “Hope does not put us to shame, because God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit who has been given to us.”

Romans 8:9–11, “You, however, are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if in fact the Spirit of God dwells in you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. But if Christ is in you, although the body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because of righteousness. If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ Jesus from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through his Spirit who dwells in you” (see also Romans 8:15, 23).

Ephesians 1:13–14, “In him you also, when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and believed in him, were sealed with the promised Holy Spirit, who is the guarantee of our inheritance until we acquire possession of it, to the praise of his glory.”
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